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1. FPive Polish barges ivervein’ Pirstenberg/0Oder on 5 December 1954. These
' barges vere.the:first.Polish barges to come into the East German vater-
ways in ucqgwmm‘wm their arrival was the cause of a celebration of
PolishsEast Gertan friendship, There was & dance at Firstenberg/Oder on
5 Decemder 1954 “which colebrated the arrival of the Poles.

2. The five Polish dargos wero from Kosle(Cose}l) and Oliwice (Gleiwits). !
The barges were carrying between two and threc thousand tons of coal from ‘
Poland to a power plant at Berlin-Klingenberg. These bdarges wore manned ~
by Silesians and ethnic Poles. Each barge had o‘ne'lo man aboard. f

3. This Polish barge servico has been initiated tocauae Poland is unable to _ ¢\
handlo Bast German coal demands through existing rail facilities. The nsul 1,
is scheduled to send its harges into the Polish porte of (ORiwice and xozle.fi
but it is doudbted that this traffic will be initi:ted prior to the epring
of 1955. DSU officials aro reluctent to send barges into Poland as late |
in the year as Decemder becauesc a sudden frecse could tie the Larges up t
in Poland over the ontire winter. This would be exponsive for the DSU :
because the German personnel receive sudbsistance payments while in Poland.

4. A second fleet of Polish barges was due to arrive at Furstenberg/Oder on
12 Decenber 1954. _ P
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